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On Feb. 14, La Paz was paralyzed by a strike called by the Comite Civico Pro La Paz, comprised
of cultural, professional, sports, neighborhood, and trade union federations. Strikers called on
President Jaime Paz Zamora's administration to increase budget appropriations for the La Paz
department government. Domestic and international flights were suspended, and factories, retail
commerce, banks, and public and private bus and taxi companies ceased operations. Similar strikes
took place in other department capitals throughout the country on Friday, and Monday and Tuesday
the following week. La Paz Committee spokespersons said the federal government's US$83 million
budget allocated for La Paz department is wholly inadequate, since more than half the sum derives
from department financial resources. In addition, strike organizers called on the administration
to return US$30 million to the department government, comprised of diverse local taxes. Strikers
said the federal government "illegally" appropriated the money. The Committee has the support
of La Paz mayor Julio Mantilla, and Mantilla's party, CONDEPA. On Feb. 19, Deputy Jorge Torrez
told reporters that the congress would redistribute federal budget resources to increase funding
to department governments. [Basic data from Spanish news service EFE, 02/14/92; Prensa Latina
(Cuba), 02/19/92]
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